
Announcements and Information: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Todd Ruddell      CCRPC 
214.799.1647 (Church)        702 Business Way 
469.271.9631 (Mobile)      Wylie, TX 75098 
Elders: Carl Betsch, Tom Dillard  
Deacon: Nick Wehlau    
Pastor’s email: revruddell@pm.me 
Denomination: Reformed Presbyterian. Church, General Assembly:  www.rpcga.org 
CCRPC Website:  http://www.christcovenantrpc.org  
Pray with fervency and strength for the following:  
 Whitefield Seminary, and other seminaries, and those studying for Church 
Office: That seminaries would train according to the pure doctrines of Scripture. 
Pray for the presbyteries that have men under care, that they might know their 
fitness not only doctrinally, but as men of honor and integrity. Pray that the Lord 
would raise up and send laborers into His field in this generation and the next.  
Rev. Grant Van Leuven (CA) Rev. Jeff Black (VA)  Rev. V. Hamilton (TN) 
Rev. Paul McDade (TN)   Rev. Stephen Welch (WI)  Rev. Glau, Lakeland (FL) 
Rev. Tim Montague (CO)  Rev. Adam Brink (VA) Rev. Reed Best (FL)  
Rev. Tom Walters (CO) 
  Pray for these churches and pastors for pure preaching, for conscionable 
hearing of the Word, growth in grace, doctrine, and holiness, that the Gospel would 
go forth in power, and for a gospel-proclaiming, holy witness locally for each.  
Pray as we consider WCF 28.2, for a right use of the sacrament of baptism in the 
Church—that it would be lawfully performed, by a minister of the Gospel, 
according to the pattern and command laid down by the Lord, that the Word and 
sacraments would always be held together in the Church, and not separated, to the 
making superstitious the sacraments which Christ has instituted.  
Pray for one another! Pray for your Pastor and your Elders! 
Pray as we consider the sermons from last Lord’s Day, that we would look to 
Christ as the living stone—that He is the giver and sustainer of spiritual, and eternal 
life, that He is the rock, sure stable, a place to stand. Pray for fellow Christians, that 
we would come to Christ as a living stone, and for no other, lesser reasons, learning 
to rest upon Him, and receive life from Him. Pray also that our approach to the 
Lord in the public worship would be different from all other kinds of meeting, that 
the Lord would grant us reverent hearts, solemn engagement, seeking not earthly or 
temporal advantage, but submitting to Christ for the nourishment and 
strengthening of our souls.  
 

Christ Covenant Reformed 
Presbyterian Church 

But ye are come unto mount Sion… And to Jesus the mediator of the 
new covenant (Hebrews 12.22, 24) 

   
 
 
 

24 March 2024 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship:       10:00 A 
Afternoon Fellowship Meal (all are welcome)    12.30 P 
Lord’s Day Afternoon Worship:       2:00 P 
Catechism and Memory Class shortly following afternoon worship.  
Open Ended fellowship and Lord’s Day conversation after church. Fellowship meal 
after Church services the 1st Lord’s Day of each month at the Church building.  
Psalm Sing at the Church, 3rd Lord’s Day of each month after services.  
Wednesday Prayer Meeting        7:00P 
Thursday evening Advanced Theological Studies:   6:00P 
(currently via online meeting, ask Pastor Ruddell for details) 
Monthly Men’s Prayer Breakfast (last Sat. of each month) 7:30A 
All of these opportunities are open to all to attend. Please feel free to join us.  
We are pleased to have you gather with us as we worship the Triune God. If you are 
visiting with us, please allow us to extend our warmest welcome. If you are a member 
in good standing of a Confessional, Reformed Church, and desire to commune with us 
at the Lord’s Table, please contact the Pastor prior to the morning worship service. 
 

Christ: Our only Surety and Mediator, Sacrifice and Substitute, Righteousness and 
Sanctification; the Wisdom of God, the Logos of God, triumphing as the Second 
Adam where the first Adam fell, God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity 
Covenant: The means whereby the Triune God has brought His people into 
everlasting and gracious communion with Himself, unilaterally, uniting them to Christ, 
the only Mediator of the Covenant of Grace, bequeathing an eternal inheritance in Him 
Reformed: Teaching the Biblical Doctrines of God’s Sovereignty, of Divine 
Monergism in our redemption, of His initiating and sovereign Grace and Salvation as 
the only hope of man to escape eternal judgment; the sufficiency of the Scriptures, and 
the “righteousness of God which is by the faith of Jesus Christ” alone, preached and 
restored to the Church at large during the Protestant Reformation 
Presbyterian: Confessing and practicing the Biblical doctrines of Church government, 
of a broader authority than that of the local congregation, held in a plurality of elders, 
and those as distinctively taught in the Westminster Standards, 1647.  
Church: The Visible people of God, Called out of the world as His people, under 
Christ’s government, discipline, and instruction; administered by Elders, called as saints 
to serve Him together with their children regardless of age; and testifying to His 
invisible Church, the whole number of the elect that have been, are, or shall be 
gathered into one under Christ the Head.  

Diaconal/Mercy/Service/ and Prayer Opportunities:  

 Rev. Victor Atallah and the ministry of MERF: Prayer, Monetary gifts. 
 Rev. Rockie Simbajon: Prayer, Monetary Gifts for work in the Philippines, 

and for Heidelberg Seminary’s work there training men for the ministry.  
 The Libera Project and Rev. Dr. Timothy Worrell  
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WCF 28.2 (Of Baptism) The outward element to be used in this sacrament is water, wherewith the party is to be baptized, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by a minister of the Gospel, lawfully called thereunto.a 
a. Matt. 3:11; John 1:33; Matt. 28:19–20. 
 

William Perkins: The seventh point is touching the 
circumstances of baptism, which are five. The first concerns the 
persons which are to administer baptism, of whom I propound 
four questions. 
The first is whether not only ministers of the word, but also lay 
persons (as they are called) or mere private men may administer 
baptism? Answer. Ministers of the word only. For to baptize is a 
part of the public ministry: “Go teach all nations, baptizing 
them” (Matt. 28:19). And mark how preaching and baptizing are 
joined together. And things which God has joined, no man may 
separate. Again, he that must perform any part of the public 
ministry must have a calling (Rom. 10:15; Heb. 5:4), but mere 
private persons have no calling to this business. And whatsoever 
is not of faith, is sin. Now the administration of baptism by 
private persons is without faith. For there is neither precept, nor 
fit example for it in the Word of God. 
The example of Zipporah is alleged, who circumcised her child 
(Ex. 4:25). Answer. The example is many ways discommendable. 
For she did it in the presence of her husband, when there was no 
need. She did it in7 haste, that she might have prevented her 
husband. She did it in anger, for she cast the foreskin at the feet 
of Moses. And it seems she was no believer, but a mere Midianite. 
For she contemned circumcision when she called her husband “a 
man of blood, by reason of the circumcision of the child” (v. 26). 
And in this respect it seems, Moses either put her away, or she 
went away when he went down to Egypt. 
Again, it is objected that private persons may teach, and therefore 
baptize. Answer. Private teaching and ministerial teaching are 
distinct in kind, as the authority of a master of a family is distinct 
in kind from the authority of a magistrate. A private person, as a 
father or master, when he teaches the word of God, he does it by 
right of a master or father, and he is moved to do it by the law of 
charity. But ministers when they teach are moved to teach by 
special calling, and they do it with authority as ambassadors in 
the room of Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). Again, though a private man 
might dispense the word alone, yet does it not follow that he may 
administer both the word and the seal thereof, both which are 
joined in baptism, and jointly administered. 
The second question is, whether baptism administered by a 
wicked man or a heretic be indeed true baptism? Answer. If the 
said party be admitted to stand in the room of a true pastor or 
minister, and keep the right form in baptizing according to the 
institution, it is true baptism. The scribes and Pharisees, the chief 
doctors of the Jews, were not of the tribe of Levi, but of other 
tribes. And they were indeed even the best of them but heretics 
and apostates, and consequently to be deposed and 
excommunicate. Nevertheless, because they were in the place of 
good teachers, and sat in Moses’ chair, that is, taught sundry 
points of Moses’ doctrine, therefore Christ says, “Hear them” 
(Matt. 23:1–3). And to this effect was the conclusion of the 
churches in Africa, against Cyprian… 
The third question is, whether an intention to baptize be 
necessary in him that baptizes? Answer. If the word of institution 
come to the element, it is a sacrament, whatsoever the minister 

 
1 William Perkins, ed. Paul M. Smalley, Joel R. Beeke, and Derek W. H. 
Thomas, The Works of William Perkins (Grand Rapids, MI: Reformation 
Heritage Books, 2015), 228–231. 

intend. Paul rejoiced that Christ was preached, though many 
preached Him of envy or contention, intending no good (Phil. 
1:15–18). And the priest in the Mass pronouncing the words of 
consecration, if he intend not to consecrate (in popish learning), 
there is no consecration. And thus the bread elevated is mere 
bread and not the body of Christ. And consequently the people 
adore not Christ, but an idol. The intention therefore of the mind 
is not necessary, so be it the institution be observed. And the 
efficacy of the sacrament depends not on the will of man, but on 
the will of God. 
The last question is, what is the duty of the minister in baptism? 
Answer. He stands in the room of God. And what he does 
according to the institution, it is as much as if God Himself had 
done it with His own hand from heaven. And therefore, when 
the minister applies water (which is the sign and pledge of grace) 
to the body, he does withal apply the promise of remission of 
sins and life everlasting to the party baptized. And that is as much 
as if God should say to the party, calling him by his name, I freely 
give unto you the pardon of your sins and life everlasting, upon 
condition you keep the order set down in baptism, which is, to 
turn unto Me and to believe in Christ. Here we see a ground of 
special faith. For if God for His part by the hand of the minister 
apply the promise of mercy unto every particular believer, every 
particular believer is again by a special faith to receive the 
promise. Again, the consideration of this which God has done 
for us in baptism must move us seriously to turn unto Him 
according to all His laws, and by faith of our hearts to apprehend 
His merciful promises and to rest on them. For when God shall 
speak unto us particularly and, as it were, assure us of His mercies 
with His own hand and seal, we must needs be much moved and 
affected therewith.1 
William Gouge: Christ instituted sacraments in his church. A 
sacrament was a seal of God’s covenant. There were two parts of 
a sacrament, the outward sign and inward grace. A sacrament was 
of use to ratify God’s promise, and to strengthen our faith. 
It was of singular use in regard of our dulness to conceive, and 
backwardness to believe. The resemblance betwixt the sign and 
the thing signified was of use to help our understanding in the 
mysteries set out in a sacrament. There are only two sacraments 
of the new Testament: one, a sacrament of regeneration; the 
other, a sacrament of spiritual nourishment. 
Sec. 14. Of principles about baptism 
Baptism is a sacrament of regeneration. The outward sign in 
baptism is water. The inward thing, or substance thereof, is the 
blood of Christ. The pouring or sprinkling of water upon the 
party baptized setteth out the inward cleansing of the Holy 
Ghost. The form of baptism is, ‘In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ Baptism is to be administered 
by a minister of the word. They who profess the true faith are to 
be baptized. The children also of such are to be baptized. By 
baptism we are ingrafted into Christ’s mystical body. Baptism 
setteth out both our dying to sin, and also our rising to 
righteousness. Baptism is but once to be administered. The force 
and efficacy of baptism lasteth as long as a man liveth.2 

2 William Gouge, A Commentary on the Whole Epistle to the Hebrews, vol. 2, 
Nichol’s Series of Commentaries (Edinburgh; London; Dublin: James 
Nichol; J. Nisbet & Co.; G. Herbert, 1866), 7. 



Thomas Boston: Secondly, I shall show by whom baptism is to 
be performed, according to Christ’s institution. By a minister of 
the gospel lawfully called thereto. For to them only belongs the 
administration of baptism, to whom it belongs to preach the 
word, our Lord Jesus having knit these together in the institution, 
Matth. 28:19. They are the stewards of the mysteries of God, 1 
Cor. 4:1; into which office none can thurst himself with a good 
conscience, who is not called thereto. And it is the perverse 
opinion of the absolute necessity of baptism, that makes the 
Papists and others admit others, even women to baptise in case 
of necessity. 
Thirdly, I shall next show what is the meaning of the form of 
words used in baptism. It denotes baptism to be administrated 
by virtue of the authority of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, but especially that one is baptised into the profession, 
faith, and obedience of the holy Trinity, for the Greek en signifies 
into the name, not names, to shew the Unity of the Godhead in the 
Trinity of persons.3 
David Dickson: Quest. V. MAY Baptism and the Lords Supper, 
be dispensed by any but by a Minister of the Word, lawfully 
ordained? No. Matth. 28. 19. 1 Cor. 11. 20, 23. 1 Cor. 4. 1. Heb. 
5. 4. Well then, do not the Anabaptists err, who maintain, that 
the Sacraments may be dispensed, and administred by any 
Believer? Yes. Do not likewise the Papists and the Lutherians err, 
who maintain that it is lawful for Laicks, or Women, to 
administer the Sacrament of Baptism, in case of necessity? Yes. 
By what reasons are they confuted? 
(1) Because, Christ gave the power of dispensing the Sacraments 
to them only, to whom he gave the power of Preaching; Mat. 28. 
19. But the power of preaching is not given to all men; Heb. 5. 4. 
(2) Because, all that ever did dispense the Sacrament of Baptism 
in the New Testament, were either called Ordinarly, or 
Extraordinarly: as is evident from the examples of John the 
Baptist, and the disciples of Christ. From the example of Peter; 
Acts 2. 41. From the example of Philip, Acts 8. 38. From the 
example of Ananias; Acts 9. 18. From the example of Paul and 
Silas; Acts 16. 15. 33. (3) Because, it is unlawful for any man, to 
affix the Kings seal to a Charter, or Letterspatent, unless he be a 
person authorized, and deputed by the King for that use. But the 
Sacraments are seals, of the Covenant between God and his 
people; Rom. 4. 11. (4) Because, women are not permitted to 
speak publickly in the Church: therefore they have no power, to 
dispense the Sacrament of Baptism; 1 Cor. 14. 34. 1 Tim. 2. 12. 
(5) Because, the Adversaries grant that it is unlawful to women, 
or Laicks to administer the Lords Supper: therefore it is as 
unlawful for them to administer Baptism. No just cause of 
reason, or disparity can be given. (6) Because, the benefit of 
regeneration is not tied (as the Adversaries may dream) to the 
outward Baptism, as is clear and evident from the conversion of 
the Thief upon the cross. And from 1 Peter 3. 21. Therefore, 
there is no such necessity of Baptism, as the Papists, and 
Lutherans do fancy.4

 
3 Thomas Boston, The Whole Works of Thomas Boston: An Illustration of the 
Doctrines of the Christian Religion, Part 2, ed. Samuel M‘Millan, vol. 2 
(Aberdeen: George and Robert King, 1848), 476. 

Prayer Requests-03/18/2024 
If you have a matter for prayer during the second service, please 
make that request known to the Pastor. 

 Pray for Kelley Rice, Stephanie Ten Dolle, Rilla Serven, and 
Kim Fox, expecting.  

 Pray for Greg Schempp’s mother’s health; also pray for 
Kristi’s mother, LaRae Donahoo recovering from her 
infection and kidney difficulties, for Joanna’s sister Karen 
Arco, who has been diagnosed with MS.  

 Pray for the Seminary Students and auditors, for good time 
to devote to study, for diligence in the work.  

 Pray for Larry Campo and his vision, much improved, also 
as he recovers from treatment on his legs, and anticipates 
more treatment in a few weeks.   

 Pray for Rev. Dr. Stodghill as he and Tonya are being treated 
for Neuropathy and related pain, and as Dr. Stodghill 
recovers from surgery.  

 Pray for Kristi Wehlau, for treatment concerning her ankle, 
preparing for surgery on March 29nd.  

 Pray for Nathan Flory, suffering from some pain in his right  
 Pray for the Dillards, planning some travel this week to 

Colorado and home. (Tom and Monica)  
 Pray for the Shipp family, planning to travel to N. Carolina 

to visit family and friends next month.  
 Pray for the Rooney family, visiting relatives in California for 

the next 2 weeks.   
 Pray for the children of the Church, and their parents, for 

their homeschooling and other forms of academics, for 
diligence, excellence, and joy. Pray also for families with little 
ones, for wisdom and strength in daily care and upbringing, 
in discipline, order, and praise to those who do well.   

 Pray for the Craft and Goldschemding families concerning 
the care of their daughters Sadie and Stella.  

 Pray for Mary Nettle, for recovery from chemotherapy, now 
recovering also from surgery.  

 Pray for Rayden Meyers, (Nephew and cousin of the 
Schempp family) who sustained an injury to his eye at work.  

 Pray for Joshua Mamza, for his safety in Rwanda.  
 Pray for Dr. Tim Worrell, traveling in Liberia in March.  
 Pray for rain in our area. Give thanks for rain received.  
 Pray for our nation: for our leaders, local and beyond, for 

godliness, wholesome law, and repeal of sinful law.  Pray 
concerning military action in the middle east and Ukraine 
our involvement in it.  

 Per Sheriff Skinner: Pray for CCSD as they work drug 
trafficking and Cartel interdiction in our county.  

 

4 David Dickson, Truths Victory over Error, Early English Books Online 
(Edinburgh: John Reid, 1684), 269–270. 

Restroom remodel scheduled to begin the 18 of March.   
Presbytery scheduled for April 17th-18th, Sheboygan WI. 




